CULTURE | 3z 4¥

Quyiang River
witnesses the
history of traffic
development in
Zhongshan

The Qijiang River, with a total length
of 46 kilometers, was the carrier of

transportation in the era of water
transportation, but as cars gradually
became the main means of

transportation, it became a barrier that
land transportation development must
cross. By 2019, there are 19 bridges
(one of which is a pedestrian bridge)
on the entire river basin of Qijiang
River. They have witnessed a history of
the development of Zhongshan traffic
construction.

The first highway bridge
over the Qijiang River

The Qijiang Bridge witnessed the
development of transportation in the
western suburbs of the wurban area
(established in the West District in
1984), Shaxi Town, and Henglan Town.
When the bridge was completed in
February 1977, the west of Qijiang
Bridge was still a suburb. The bridge
is opposite the Longzhen Highway,
which was built in 1928. This road
was later called Qichong Highway
(Shiqi-  Shaxixijiao- Dachong). The
pavement was originally a sandy soil
road. The cement pavement was not
paved until 1985 in the section between
Shigi and Shaxi. In 1991, Fuhua Road
was completed and opened to traffic.
The Qijiang Highway, which was led
by Henglan Town with an investment
of 73 million yuan, was completed in
September of the same year. Zhongshan
City finally has a smooth road
connecting the northwestern township
and Jiangmen City.

The first highway bridge on the
Qijiang River was the Zhongshan
Bridge, also known as the People's
Bridge, the predecessor of the current
Zhongshan Bridge, which witnessed the
change of the Guangzhou- Zhuhai
Highway. The bridge was completed in
March 1973 and is the only highway
bridge across the Qijiang River on the
Guangzhou-Zhuhai Highway.

A breakthrough in the
history of Zhongshan
transportation

The Zhongshan NO.3 Bridge is the
key project of the Shigi Urban
Crossing Line on National Highway
105. It is not only a bridge over the
Qijiang River, but also a signal that
Zhongshan's  traffic  construction  and
planning have begun to strictly divide
urban roads and highways, and the
normality of the two by mutual use
and alignment has begun to change.

Zhongshan NO.2 Bridge was opened
to traffic in 1995. The Zhongshan NO.2
Bridge has witnessed the gradual
completion of tall buildings and houses
along the Bo'ai Road for more than 20
years, and also witnesses the entire
process of the transformation of Bo'ai
Road into a fully interchanged, traffic-
free avenue. Today, the west bank of
the bridge has become the most
densely populated residential district in
Zhongshan.

The Zhongshangang Bridge has a
breakthrough significance in the history
of Zhongshan's traffic development. It
opened a new channel for the
connection between Guangzhou, Zhuhai,
and Zhongshan, thereby greatly reducing
the pressure of the ever- expanding
traffic  on the Guangzhou- Zhuhai
Highway, and shortening the distance
from Zhongshan to Shenzhen by 65
kilometers.In ~ Zhongshan,  there are
many urban road bridges on the
Qijiang River.  These bridges, coupled
with the Zhongken pedestrian bridge,
shoulder the heavy task of connecting
the two sides of the Qijiang River in
Zhongshan, witnessing the rapid growth
of motor vehicles in Zhongshan since
the 1990s, the expansion of the city,
and the continuous improvement of
transportation links across the city.
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