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Memories of Jiuqu
River

I tike children running briskly while
reading aloud a jingle in Shiqi dialect.
The local accent seems to take people
through the time tunnel, allowing
everything to settle down instantly.

The most unforgettable is Jiuqu
River. Today, the Jiuqu River is
covered by reinforced concrete and
becomes a culvert running under the
feet. Now I can only recall it on paper
and find it in a dream.

Jiuqu River originates
from Wugui Mountain

The earliest name of Jiuqu River
is "Jiuqu Stream", which is related to
its source. Chanchu Valley is the
stream of Wugui Mountain.

The Qijiang River in the past was
the sea and was very vast. Due to long-
term siltation, it gradually became the
Qijiang River today. A large number of
sea oysters dug up from the "Shiqi
Headquarters Economic Zone" under
construction is proof.

Qijiang River is connected with
the vast Lingding Ocean. When the
tide ebbs and flows, the Jiuqu River
presents the wonder of reverse flow.

The emperor and queen
mother of the Southern
Song Dynasty once
visited Jiuqu River

The earliest document that referred
to Jiuqu River as Jiuqu Stream
appeared in the late Ming Dynasty. The
author of this article is He Gongdao
(1642-1676), the son of He Wuhu, the
prime minister of the late Ming
Dynasty. He used to be the commander
of Jin Yiwei. He has studied history
and is good at poetry and writing. He
is a famous patriotic poet.

According to He Gongdao's work,
the Jiuqu River in the past was far
more than two kilometers, but "a few
hundred  miles", very long and
beautiful. In 1277 AD, the emperor and
the queen mother visited the local
scenic spots in Xiangshan.

Life by the Jiuqu River

A river is flowing, flowers on
both sides of the river are scented. The
emotional wave caused by the Jiuqu
River is the complex of old Zhongshan
people. According to the memories of
the older generation, the old Jiuqu
River has the artistic conception of a
beautiful and harmonious village. Until
the reform and opening up, both sides
of the Jiuqu River still preserved the
landscape and pattern of the water
towns in the late Qing Dynasty and
the Republic of China. When [ was
young, | used to stay with relatives
near Jiuqu River on weekends. People
from Shiqi who live on the banks of
the Jiuqu River have their houses set
up with flagstones extending to the
edge of the river for washing clothes
and vegetables. In summer, many
people swim here and children play in
the river. 1 liked to fold paper into a
paper boat and put it down in the
river, letting it drift far away.

There are many small bridges
across the river, which are connected
to the street. As the sun sets, boys and
girls like to date here at Dengying
Bridge. Boats often berth in this area.
In addition to selling fish, shrimps and
crabs, the wvillagers also sell local
agricultural  products, such as taro,
sweet potatoes, bananas, and sugar
cane. These have not spoiled the
romantic scenery of Dengying Bridge,
on the contrary, it makes people feel
quite alive. When 1 was young, I liked
to play in this area, watching the lights
leaking from the wooden windows of
the old houses by the river, and
listening to the saltwater songs floating
in the awning boats. I still remember
the scene here.

The Jiuqu River, which once
nurtures the people living along the
river, has traversed for thousands of
years. It is a very poetic river and a
river with many stories. In the early
1980s, the Jiuqu River was completely
covered due to serious pollution and
narrowing of the river.
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